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Vayeshev

The Power of Praise

= euben is the leader who might have been but never was.
He was Jacob’s firstborn. Jacob said of him on his deathbed, “Reuben,
you are my firstborn, my might, the first sign of my strength, excelling
in henour, excelling in power” (Gen. 49:3). This is an impressive tribute,
suggesting physical presence and commanding demeanour. -

v More significantly, in_his early years Reuben consistently
appeared to be the most morally sensitive of Jacobs children, He was
Lealis son, and keenly felt his mother’s disappointment that she was not
JacaBs favourite, Here is the first description of him as 2 child: “Duor-
ing‘ wheat harvest, Reuben went out into the fields and found some ' .

W mandrake plants, which he brought to his mother Leah” (Gen. 30:14). ;

Mandrakes were thought to be an aphrodisiac. Reuben knew this and
immediately thought of his mother. It was a touching gesture but it mis-
fired because he presented them to Leah in the presence of Rachel and
unintentionally caused an argument between them.

9’ The next episode in which we see Reuben is far more tragic: ’
‘Rachel died and was buried on the way to Ephrat, that is, Bethlehem.... /
While Israel was living in that region, Reuben went in and stept

&
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